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You don’t have to be Cornish
just to enjoy one-another..!

The Cornish-Celtic meeting held
the third week of July, with Bard
Howard Curnow from Penzance as
the speaker, was tremendously
enjoyed by all those present, as
evidenced by the ‘feedback.’

The gathering also included some
members from the local Kansas
City Welsh and Irish organizations,
which is encouraging for future
Celtic get-togethers to come. We
Celts must either ‘hang together,
or we shall hang separately’ if
our culture and the history of
our ancestors are to survive.

15th Annual Cornish Festival
slated for Mineral Point,WI,

September 28-30, 2007
Lead was discovered here in

1828, and led to the influx of
Cornish miners. The town is listed
on the National Register of
Historic Places, and known for its
great architecture. Drive or walk
around town to view the Cornish
rock houses, log cabins, and the
wonderful gabled Victorian homes.

Especially see Pendarvis, a
restored Cornish village; and the
restored limestone pre-civil war
railroad station, now a museum.

Check WWW.cornishfest.org

The 14th Biennial North American Cornish Gathering
has come and gone—time to start planning for the next

This year on the Keweenaw Peninsula—Grass Valley, CA in 2009

Health issues kept Editor Don Whitman and Spouse Marge Roberts away
from this year’s gathering at Calumet, Michigan—a major disappointment for
both! All indications are that it was a marvelous turnout and program, July was
also the 101st Reunion at the Central Methodist Church at Calumet—the spot in
North America where Cornwall exported the most Preachers and Pastors of any
where in the United States. According to The Cornish Miner in America,
author, Dr. Arthur H. Todd, “No account of the Cornish in Michigan would be
complete without some mention of their pastors, missionaries and social
workers, for in no other mining state were they so actively engaged on their
errands of personal salvation...Over a period of 30 years, no less than 80 young
Cornishmen came to Michigan to serve as Methodist ministers.

Among them was Dr. William C.S. Pellowe, an emigrant from the village of
Penryn, who became well-known as brilliant preacher, administrator, humorist
and raconteur. Many of us are acquainted with his daughter, Susan Pellowe,
who lives in Chicago, and who has made appearances here in Kansas City as
Susanna Wesley and also presented her Laughter under the Steeple program.

Now, we must look to the future, and the 15th Gathering at Grass Valley:
Below is an 1800’s illustration of the construction of mining timbers in the

Comstock Lode not far from Grass Valley. The nature of the earth in ‘hard
rock’ mountainous areas near the California-Nevada border required extra
efforts to avoid the collapsing of underground areas mined.
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More about the Region around Grass Valley—great for Cornish research
Check out these perfect mountain and lake areas for family vacations, too!

A look at the region: Grass Valley, site of the 2009 North American Cornish Gathering, is not far off I-80 about
mid-way between Sacramento, California and Reno, Nevada. A number of airlines serve both places, but Sacramento has
the largest number; and is also the site of considerable museum displays of early day mining history.

Grass Valley lies along the western slopes of the Sierra Nevada Mountains, not far from Donner Pass, where in the
winter of 1846-47 the Donner Party was trapped in a winter snowstorm, and of 83 people in the group, only 45 survived.
History records that some of those resorted to cannibalism in order to survive.

That same pass was later the site of the Lincoln highway, the first road completed across the United States, and
opened in 1913. It was known as U. S. Highway 40 until 1964 when the Interstate Highway Project replaced it.

The western slope area from Donner Pass south to Placerville is rich with mining history, much of it involving the
Cornish miners who came in great numbers during the era—and many, many of today’s residents are their descendents. To
the east of that area a short distance is Lake Tahoe and Reno, Nevada. Lake Tahoe is a beautiful place, with much to see
and do as well—including a delightful boat ride from south to north and back again.

A short distance east of Lake Tahoe is Reno—a great city with lots and lots to see and do, and much pertaining to
mining history of the area. South of Reno is Carson City, the State Capitol, with much to interest one in mining history—
and particularly if one has ancestors who came to the area as Cornish miners. From there, it is a short drive to the mining
town of Virginia City, which was a major center of mining in the mid-1800’s. For a glimpse into the impact of Cornish
miners of that era, don’t miss visiting some/all of the spots mentioned above when you go to the Cornish Gathering at Grass
Valley. Below are some regional personal history specifics that bring much to life for the editor, Don Whitman and spouse
Marge Roberts—who visit there every opportunity. We believe you will enjoy it as well.

Reno—Site of the University of Nevada (and, Marge’s Alma Mater). The University, in particular, is the home of
lots of mining history. Of primary interest there would be the Mackey School of Mines Building on the campus. There, the
W. M. Keck Museum houses an outstanding collection of minerals, ores, fossil specimens and photographs in addition to many
mining-related relics from the region and the mining areas nearby. There is a special emphasis on early Nevada mining
history, with samples from famous mineral districts such as the Comstock Lode, Tonopah and Goldfield.

The original mining museum opened in 1908 in the newly
constructed Mackay School of Mines building on the campus of
the University of Nevada. Lots more information and photos may
be found at this web site and its links. Check it out:
http://www/mines/unr.edu/museum/.

The photo at left shows downtown Reno as it appears today.
This was taken from a hotel adjacent to the campus of UN-Reno,
and very near the Mackay School of Mines building.

Also, just a few miles south is the Nevada State Museum at
Carson City, the State Capital. Here, the site is filled with many
items displayed from the mining era of the region. There also is
the Railroad Museum and the U. S. Mint Museum—including a mine
replica in the basement. Check this web site for full information:
http://www.visitcarsoncity.com/attractions/museums.php.

To the east of Carson City only a few miles is a major mining area known as Virginia City, NV. This is an area that
brought many Cornish miners to the area during the mid-1800’s—including the late Polly Whitman’s great-grandfather,
Zacharias Curnow. He had gone there from Mineral Point, WI, after emigrating from Zelah, West Cornwall with his
parents. Unfortunately, his time in Virginia City was filled with disappointing experiences. First of all, he went there just
before one of the area’s most severe winters when most of the mining activity was halted because of the extreme cold and
snow. In that time, with little or no income and undoubtedly primitive living conditions, his wife, Mary Ann Faull, left him.
And, after a period of little success, he then left Virginia City and returned to Mineral Point, where he later married Polly’s
great-grandmother, Elizabeth Gray.

Today, Virginia City is undergoing a remarkable period of restoration and updating—including the historic Virginia
City and Truckee railroad that once moved the ore to Carson City and beyond. Many of the original (continued next page)
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buildings from the era of intense mining activity have been restored to service; and, of course, the mines and mining debris
remains visible and interesting to study and view.

At right is a view of downtown Virginia City as it appears
today. There are a number of museums, and displays of early day
living in the area. Look any direction from the town center, and
you will see old mine sites and tailing piles almost everywhere.
Does the advertisement for a Mark Twain Museum surprise you?
Well, don’t be—Mark Twain worked as a reporter on the Virginia
Enterprise for a little more than two years, 1862-1864. For more
information about the Reno-Carson City-Virginia area, check out
this: http://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/nevada/learnmore.htm.

Now, one last area of related interest, but with little
Cornish connection attached. It is, however, significant to the
history of the area in the era of Cornish history. The name of
the site is, The Brockliss Bridge, and it crossed the North Fork
of the American River about 20 miles east of Placerville, CA. and
very near a place long known as the Pacific House, now on U. S.
Highway 50. The bridge was used as the crossing for many people of that era, and most notable for the Pony Express route
between Carson City, NV, and Sacramento, CA, during the short life of the Pony Express. Today, only the bridge abutment
remains, although the site is included in many places of area historical interest. Check one out at:
http://www.xphomestation.com/brockless.html and at http://www.longcamp.com/brocklissbr.html.

Marge and I have visited the site in recent years, and hope to someday go again. Why? Very personal reasons—
the builder of the bridge was Anthony Richard Brockliss, great-grandfather of Marge. His spouse, Ellen Turner Brockliss,
her great-grandmother, was also involved as the proprietor of the adjacent roadhouse built at the bridge completion.

Anthony Brockliss was an emigrant from Northamptonshire, England, in the
area around Sulgrave, Culworth and Morton Pinkney, (northeast of Banbury);
and, his spouse, Ellen Turner Brockliss, was from London. Their graves are in
the family cemetery at Mottsville, NV, near Gardnerville—south of Carson
City. No photographs of the original Brockliss Bridge have been found, but
to the left is an artist’s sketch of how it looked upon completion.

(Editor’s comments) No doubt some reading all of this about the area and region
of California and Nevada may wonder why so much under the subject of the
upcoming 2009 Gathering of North American Cornish at Grass Valley. Let me try
explaining: The Cornish of North America are struggling to preserve their history
and culture from one generation to the next; and the upcoming Gathering at Grass
Valley has a tremendous potential for drawing a large attendance, not only of
Cornish descendents, but folk from other Celtic and non-Celtic interests as well.
I cannot help but envision a Cornish Festival of immense size and importance, if
all of the area mining interests on both sides of the State Line were to coordinate
and promote the Gathering together. I’d recommend starting with a group
meeting at the Mackay School of Mines in the University of Nevada. The
University would be a great place for a Male Voice Choir Performance.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cornish Male Voice Choirs—More popular everywhere, every year!
By: Marjorie Roberts, GKCCS

Following this years appearances of the Camborne-based Holman-Climax Choir at Calumet, MI and Mineral Point,
WI—and the positive indications that another popular choir will be coming to Grass Valley in 2009, it seems appropriate to
keep spreading the news about this exciting Cornish tradition. If you are a subscriber/reader of Cornish World Magazine,
you may have already seen the great article on Cornish Male Voice Choirs, “Men of Song,” published in the December-
January 2007 edition. The article is a very detailed and picturesque account of the history and popularity of the choirs.
(If you are not a subscriber, you are missing some magnificent articles and photos about Cornwall.) (continued next page)
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Although a cultural legacy of male voice choirs began in the 18th and 19th centuries, most of the current fifty-seven
(or, more) choirs trace their origins to about sixty years ago—during and toward the end of the Second World War.
Undoubtedly, Chapel was the start of singing for many of the choir members. In addition to keeping the words and music
of the old hymns alive they create new music to perform in concert. The concerts are given not only for the love of music
but to raise money for local, national and international charities.

On our recent trip to Cornwall in the fall of 2006, we were privileged to hear some of the male voice choirs both in
concerts and in pubs. When a half dozen or so of the choir members were present they would launch into a song or two
every half hour or so. In the pubs they allowed the ladies to join in on some songs. In the concert the director only allowed
the men in the audience to join the choir in song. As a former church organist and choir member, I was impressed with all
the men singers. We look forward to hearing more of the Male Voice Choirs at the 2009 Gathering—and maybe, just
maybe, they will let the ladies join in for a song!

Pictured at right is the Grass Valley Male Voice Choir in
practice to perform at the 2005 Gathering at Mars Hill, North
Carolina. Here, the ladies were invited to join in a song or two, and
several volunteered (including me).

For much more information and learning go to the web site:
www.fed-cornishchoirs.org.uk/ . Click on ‘Member Choirs.’ Mousehole
and St. Columbra Celtic MVC have brief audios of their choirs. And
for a special treat, the St. Austell has a two-minute video of a choir
rehearsal you will thoroughly enjoy! More choirs are listed at
www.cornishchoirs.co.uk/ .

______________________________________________________________________

Goings on in Cornwall—At the Eden Project

On 11th June ‘SEED’, the final piece of the education building, the ‘Core,’ was
finally lowered into place. Seed is a 70 tonne piece of granite sculpted into the shape of a
seed by Peter Randall Page. The biggest single stone carving since Egyptian times!

At 70 tonnes, it weighs as much as ten elephants. It is made of prime silver-grey
Cornish granite estimated to be 300 million years old. Carved into its surface is a pattern
as intricate as the head of a sunflower. This is Seed, the most challenging work ever
created by the internationally-acclaimed artist Peter Randall-Page and one of the biggest
sculptures in history made from a single piece of rock.

Seed – bigger than any sarsen at Stonehenge - is the result of collaboration between Peter Randall-
Page, Jolyon Brewis of Grimshaw architects of London and the Eden Project. It started life as a 167-tonne
boulder extracted two years ago from De Lank Quarry, Cornwall, following an exhaustive search for a single
piece big enough for the art work. The finished work will stand four metres in height by three metres at its
widest point. It will be lowered gently by crane through a roof window into the bell-shaped central chamber of
The Core.

Check it out at: http://www.edenproject.com/arts/2851.html


