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Founding GKCCS member
Harold Phillips, dies in 2007

Sadly, a founding and active
member of the Greater Kansas City
Cornish Society, Harold Phillips,
died following a short illness in
September. Harold and his spouse,
Betty, were active in all the years
of the GKCCS, and Harold served
several as the group’s treasurer.

His Cornish family survivors
include his wife, Betty; their
daughter Marion; his sister,
Dorothy Scobee; and his brother,
Jack. He was a Cornish descendent
born at Negaunee, in the U.P. of
Northern Michigan.

+ + + +

Time to start thinking of
St. Piran’s Day—2008

At least, register it in one’s
mind for a post-holiday reminder.
We will be forwarding suggestions
of things one might do to introduce
Cornwall and Cornish culture to
those having a Celtic interest.

You’ve heard an old expression,
‘use it or lose it,’ haven’t you? Well,
history is filled with records of lost
civilizations. Hello, St. Piran!

+ + + +

Start the New Year with a
Cornish Christmas!

And for those of us not living in
Cornwall, a great idea for making
the New Year bright would be the
award-winning Cornish World
Magazine—now larger than ever,
with six-issues a year! Need a
special gift for someone? Check out:

www.cornishworldmagazine.co.uk

Or, contact by mail at: Cornish
World, PO Box 71, Penzance,
Kernow, TR18 2ZR, UK

Getting ready for special celebrations:
Christmas, New Year’s, and St. Piran’s Day
(All special occasions with very special meanings)

Without a bit of planning and advance arrangements, special days keep
slipping up on us, creating stress, and keeps us from enjoying them at their
finest hours. All are events of special significance to our culture and history,
and with a bit of advance planning, can be most enjoyable, exciting, and very
meaningful. Since a Cornish/Celtic heritage is so often overlooked in today’s
world, perhaps we can aid each other in keeping more interest and attention on
celebrating the ancient history of St. Piran, the Patron Saint of Cornish people,
and recognize our own history’s beginning. Christmas and New Year’s are very
special too, but already have a head-start on the season of celebration.

Last St. Piran’s Day ( 5th March), Marge and I held an ‘open-house’ in
celebration of St. Piran’s Day, and invited about 150 acquaintances to come have
some miniature pasties, Cornish Beer, and look at all the Cornish items and
photos we had on display. A little more than 100 showed up! And the most
shocking part of it was the number of people who (1) Never heard of
Cornwall; (2) Had no idea where it was; (3) Didn’t know the difference
between Celtic history and English history; and, (4) Showed amazing
interest in learning about Cornish and Celtic history and culture.

The results were astounding—so we’re going to do it again! This year, we
will be sharing our thoughts and suggestions for others of Cornish heritage and
interest to try the same thing—the St. Piran’s Day celebration can be any day,
and the size of the group any size. Our suggestion is merely to observe the
Saint’s Day, show anything and everything you can about Cornwall, offer a
Cornish treat of some kind, and tell people who don’t know about Cornwall some
history.

Let’s give it a ‘whirl’ before our history and culture sinks out of sight!
Start thinking about a list of people you’d like to introduce to Cornwall history,
and be ready to invite them over for a morning, afternoon or evening of learning
about our history. We’ll be making a few suggestions as time goes along.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

When the Cornish get together...

The 14th Gathering of Cornish Cousins this year brought together 400
descendents and spouses from as far as Alberta, Canada, California, Texas,
Eastern and Southern US, and from Cornwall. This year’s Paul Smales
recipients included Howard Curnow and Harry Glasson, both from very near St.
Hilary, in West Cornwall. Unfortunately, this year was the first in the history of
the Greater Kansas City Cornish Society with no attendees from here.

The next biennial gathering is slated for the California Mining Area of
Grass Valley, CA—on the west side of the Sierra Nevada mining area adjacent
to that of Reno, Carson City, Virginia City on the other side of the state line. All
were major mining areas in that era, and attracted thousands upon thousands
of Cornish miners who came there after the mining industry was largely
depleted in the middle 1800’s in Cornwall—and grew to a maximum in the USA
and other parts of the world in that era.

While doing your planning, please start thinking about attending the
Gathering there in 2009—it’s less than two years away, already.



2

A review of Cornish-English
history nearly 500 years back

—lest we forget
(Prelude: The following article is most entirely from the current
news section of the August-September 2007 issue of Cornish
World Magazine. It strikes me personally [GKCCS Newsletter
Editor] as a highly appropriate reminder of our history, and of
what our ancestors experienced long before our time. I will have
some additional comments to add following the article. Don W)

Bishop apologizes for English
Massacre of the Cornish

The massacre of thousands of Cornish people
during the vicious suppression of a Cornish
rebellion more than 450 years ago was an ‘enormous
mistake’ which the Church should be ashamed of,
the Bishop of Truro has said.

In acknowledging the ‘brutality and stupidity’ of
the atrocities on behalf of the Church, Bishop Bill
Ind has tried to heal much of the hurt felt by many,
many Cornish people, who still believe the Church
of England has tried to ignore the events of the 1549
Prayerbook Rebellion.

In a wide-ranging address at Pelynt Parish
Church in Southeast Cornwall, the man dubbed
‘The People’s Bishop’ attempted to draw a line
under a moment of history that left one-in-ten of the
Cornish population dead. Too often, this history is
overlooked or ignored.

Bishop Bill, who was in Pelynt to be presented
with the prestigious Trelawny Plate, said: “I am
often asked about my attitude to the Prayerbook
Rebellion and in my opinion, there is no doubt that
the English Government behaved brutally and
stupidly and killed many Cornish people. I don’t
think that apologizing for something that happened
500 years ago helps, but I am sorry it happened and
I think it was an enormous mistake.”

The Prayerbook Rebellion, sometimes called the
Western Rising, was prompted by Edward VI’s
introduction of a range of legislation, including the
use of English language in all forms of worship. In
Cornwall, where the vast majority of people spoke
only Cornish, the new measures effectively took
away the means of worship. When the Cornish
protested, English forces responded with a series of
massacres. During one notorious incident, 900
bound and gagged prisoners had their throats slit in
10 minutes!

Sir John, 13th Baronet Trelawny, spoke about
his ancestor, Jonathon Trelawny, who was one of 7
bishops imprisoned in the tower of London. On the
day of his release—exactly 319 years to the day—
cannons were fired in celebration and ale provided
for all.

“Jonathon Trelawny stood up for the Cornish—
and so does Bishop Bill,” he said. “There can be few
in Cornwall who has not been touched by the
influence of him. He is a man of modesty and firm
opinions.”

Bishop Bill added: “Everything about Cornwall
marks it as a place to be treasured and loved. It has
never been an English shire; it has its own
language and it reminds us, by its history, of links
to Ireland, Wales, Brittany and a Celtic past.”

Additional comments on Prayerbook Rebellion: If this has
touched your interest at all, and you care to learn more about this
era of history, I recommend you ‘Google’ “Prayerbook Rebellion’
which will also take you to ‘Wikipedia,’ and a whole lot more.
There is an enormous amount of history available on this subject
at these locations. The important thing is, read and study our
Cornish history! Might I also suggest that, if you aren’t a current
subscriber to Cornish World Magazine, you go to the web site:
editor@cornishworldmagazine.co.uk to check it out and join
the subscriber mailing list. And, finally, we must not forget other
matters influencing our own 500-year and before American
history, such as: the suppression of Native American rights
and African slavery. While the treatment of the Cornish
by the English five centuries ago was reprehensible our
ancestors and even many of our most revered national
founders also behaved in ways which we now view as
abhorrent.

Here is a photo of Jessica Whitman Winslow and Berniece

Kernow Plummer at the commemoration of Glasney College loss
during the Prayerbook Rebellion in Cornwall. Jessica’s and
Beatrice’s ancestors were Kernows from that region at the time of
the Rebellion.

Beatrice Kernow Plummer is a resident of West Cornwall, very
active in the preservation of Cornish history and culture, and
lives with spouse Neil between Land’s End and The Lizard.
Jessica lives in the Kansas City, MO area.

A couple more related photos follow on the next page....
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August 2003—Commemorative Recognition of the
Prayerbook Rebellion at the site of Glasney College.
Shown left to right are, the late Cornish Grand Bard,
John Bolitho, Jessica Whitman Winslow, Donald
Whitman, and Beatrice Kernow Neil.

__________________________________________

There is an amazing amount historical facts now
available--things we never were exposed or introduced to
in our younger years. Maybe that’s one of the few
advantages in growing older—in younger years, we didn’t
seem to have much interest in such, did we? Enjoy!
Kernow bys Vicken—and Happy St. Piran’s Day!

CORNISH GATHERINGS COME
IN ALL SIZES & PLACES

Be on watch for the next one near you!

Many, many Cornish are still remembering
the great Cornish Gathering that took place
this past summer on the Keweenaw Peninsula,
as well as others; and are starting to look
forward to other gatherings coming up.

In the months between major gatherings,
we must all do the necessary things to keep
our organization alive and well. Thus, as the
year ends and we look forward to upcoming
events, let’s not lose sight of the need to
support the work and actions of our local
interests in Cornish/Celtic history and
culture—and our interest and support of other
local Celtic events. We are all related!

Like so many organizations today, we
struggle to maintain the interest and
participation of our ‘Celtic Cousins.’ In an
effort to broaden the local interests and urge a
greater participation in Cornish/Celtic history
preservation, the GKCCS local organization
has made the decision to increase the number
and variety of gathering opportunities—and
the involvement of those interested.

Starting in January 2008

The first locally sponsored event will be a
presentation on Cornish genealogy by Gordon
Cotton. It will be held on Saturday, January
26th, between 1:00 and 4:00 PM at the Waldo
Branch Library, 201 East 75th Street, KCMO,
64114. Phone: 816-701-3486.

For additional details or questions, contact
Gordon Cotton at goblue1941@gmail.com or
Nancy Wagner at snclare@netscape.com.

Next...

The big, big and important celebration
follows next in celebration of St. Piran’s Day!
The official date is March 5th, but it tends to
work best if held on the Saturday past—but
not too close to St. Patrick’s Day!

This year, we are tentatively scheduled to
hold the event on Saturday, March 8th,
between 11:00 and 4:00 PM, at Central United
Methodist Church, 52nd & Brookside Blvd,
KCMO. Telephone: 816-753-1844.

The featured programs will include the
traditional Cornish Pasty Luncheon, followed
by a special interest of the day program.
(Article follows on the next page....)
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(Cornish gatherings, cont.)
Now, to fulfill all that’s needed to complete

the tasks, new volunteers are necessary to aid
a part of the action!

The Pasties will be ordered, delivered to
the church, and ready for baking in time for
lunch to be served. Volunteers would be
useful in the kitchen, in the dining room, at
the table collecting money and fees; and it
would be good to have someone welcoming the
new arrivals and displaying items of interest
about St. Piran’s Day. Afterwards, of course,
are the ‘cleanup’ needs. For details, questions
and information requests, please contact Don
Whitman at donwhitman1@aol.com, Nancy
Wagner, snclare@netscape.com, or Frank &
Mary Siegle at sieglefm@sbcglobal.net.

And while we’re on the subject—let’s all be
thinking of ways to help and support our
GKCCS in whatever ways possible. It has
been literally years since anyone has written
an article for the newsletter; virtually no one
volunteers to present a program for the
group’s meetings; attendance continues to
decline; and the tendencies are worrisome.
Please, let’s make the effort to preserve the
history and culture of our ancestors. It’s easy,
and it can be loads of fun if involved! Please
think it over, and join the effort! And
somewhere soon, we must not forget the
annual summertime picnic we’ve always had!

Meantime, let’s all consider ways in which
we can spread news about our Cornish/Celtic
history, and work to create more interest in
our organization. Here are some things we
can do to create more and better activity: (1)
Make more effort to attend and participate in
our club and board meetings; (2) Participate
more in club activities, and volunteer to assist
in more projects; (3) Volunteer to make and
present a meeting program; (4) Bring a
prospective member to every meeting and
program possible; and, (5) Always remain on
the look-out for prospective members. At the
last British Faire (this year), we were able to
make contact with a dozen Cornish
descendents who were unaware of our local
Cornish organization!

Somehow, we must resolve these issues if
the organization is to maintain itself. That’s
happened the last couple of years, and the
question we must ask ourselves is, ‘what have
we done to ensure they enjoy their membership,
and made a renewal of their membership?’

Does any of this make sense to you...? It
would be very encouraging to read your
comments and hear your suggestions. Don W.

Lookin’ for Pasties...!

Our annual Pasty Luncheon sure
provides some fine, fine Cornish food!
Here is a photo of pasties in the oven
at our annual dinner a couple of years
back. Join us next St. Piran’s Day!

--------------------------------------------

NEWS FROM THE CORNISH
AROUND THE WORLD

Cornish Heritage Certificates—these are
available for anyone whose ancestors were
born in Cornwall and settled in North
America. Contact Jeanne Thomas, 8494
Wesley Drive, Flushing MI 48433-1165 for
information and applications.

+ + + + +
Pengelly Press announces the publication of

Delabole: The History of the Slate Quarry and
the Making of its Village Community

By Catherine Lorigan, Phd.

This publication is the first history of the
quarry, which has been worked for more than
600 years, and of the village. The author,
Catherine Lorigan, who spent six years
researching and writing the book, says
‘Cornwall’s industrial history deserves to be
better known.’

The book demonstrates that Delabole has
played and is still playing a very important
role in the country. Tin and copper mining, so
long a mainstay of Cornwall’s economic
prosperity, no longer exists, however, it is
ironic that the quarry at Delabole continues to
thrive and provides a focus for the village
community.
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(continued from page 4)
The book explores many of the aspects of the

village and quarry-working environment, and
the lives of men and women who labored there
over the many centuries and the development
of the settlement around its industrial
heartland. It also examines the way in which
the village community has been molded by the
landscape in which it is set, religion
(particularly Methodism) and emigration.

The book can be ordered from all good book
shops or directly from Catherine Lorigan at
Pengelly Press, 2 St. David’s Close,
Caversham, Reading, Berks RG4 7PX G.B.

+ + + + +

Cornish Cousins, fer’ sure...
The SW Wisconsin Cornish and the

Greater Kansas City Cornish
share much in common

Since before it’s formal organization took
place back in 1994, some Cornish descendents
in Kansas City were making occasional visits
to Mineral Point to look up contacts with
ancestors they knew had emigrated to the
area—and to search cemeteries, newspapers
and attend annual gatherings. They knew
there were relative grave sites and a good
chance of finding a distant cousin or two.

At one point, an International Curnow
Family Reunion was there in the mid-1990’s.
For several years, some GKCCS members were
merchants at the annual SW Wisconsin
Cornish Festival. And through the years fond
and enduring friendships developed between
members of the two Cornish organizations.

Members of the SW Wisconsin Cornish have
had recent opportunities to share their
Cornish heritage with others. On April 28th,
Bard Marion Howard was the banquet
speaker at the Delta Kappa Gamma State
Conference meeting at Platteville, WI. Marion
delivered her living history piece ‘Pasties and
Cream’ in which she assumes the persona of
Mary Ann, a Cornish immigrant woman, as the
family travels from Cornwall to Territorial
Wisconsin in the 1830’s.

On May 7th, SWCS took part in the first
Heritage Day held at SW Wisconsin Vocational
Technical School at Fennimore. Displays of
pictures of Cornwall, books, maps, samples of
saffron bread and several different tartans of
Cornwall were set up in the Library Commons
area of the school. The video, ‘Cornwall, land
of Myth and Beauty’ was shown. Pasties were

featured on the cafeteria lunch menu. SWCS
members answered questions of interested
people who visited the exhibit.

For a great, great time, plan to attend the
SWCS Festival next fall. It’s a good-un...!

+ + + + +

The California Cornish
sets a new record

As reported in the Cornish World Magazine,
the California Cornish enjoyed a lively panel
discussion, Pasty Toss, pub night sing-along,
and record attendance at other events at their
16th annual gathering in Grass Valley and
Nevada City—sites of the International
Cornish Gathering coming up in 2009. The
area is also adjacent to Lake Tahoe on the CA-
NV border, Reno, Carson City and Virginia
City in Nevada—also a significant area for the
Cornish miners who immigrated there for the
mining opportunities of that era.

The weekend commenced with a visit to the
Doris Foley Library for Historical Research in
Nevada City. Several perused the books and
magazines in the A. C. Todd Cornish Studies
Collection, and the librarian said that it
turned out to be their busiest day of the year.

At the City Hall, Mayor Steve Cottrell of
Nevada City hosted a panel discussion on the
impact of the Cornish in that town. The Grass
Valley Male Voice Choir led a concert at the
Elk’s Lodge, and the evening began with all
standing for Trelawny, and continued with
the singing of popular Cornish songs.

+ + + + +


